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Genres of everyday life
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Querying traditional corpora: BNC
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Querying Web corpora: GICR
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Typologies of genre labels

Brown, LOB, LCMC 500 samples, 2000 words in each, belonging
to 15 genres: A) Press: reportage, B) Press: editorial,
C) Press: Reviews, D) Religion, E) Skill and hobbies,
F) Popular lore, G) Belles-lettres, H) Miscellaneous,
J) Learned, K) Fiction: general, L) Fiction: mystery
and crime, M) SciFi, N) Adventure . . .

BNC about 4,000 texts with classi�cation into 70 genres
(ac.med, ac.tech, nonac.tech, ac.socsci, ac.politlaw,

news.brd.nat.art, news.brd.nat.com. . . ), medium
(book, periodical, ephemeral. . . ), audience. . .

BL for �ction Adventure stories, Detective stories, Picaresque
stories, Robinsonades, Sea stories, Spy stories,
Thrillers, Allegories, Didactic �ction, Fables, Parables,
Alternative histories, Dystopias, Bildungsromane,
Arthurian romances . . .
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6,500 genres from (Adamzik, 1995)Anhang: Liste von Textsortenbezeichnungen

– 258 –

Abänderungsantrag
Abbestellung
Abbruchgenehmigung
Abdankungserklärung
Abecedarium
Abendblatt
Abendgebet
Abendgespräch
Abendnachrichten
Abendprogramm
Abendzeitung
Abenteuerroman
Aberkennung
Abfahrtsplan
Abfindungserklärung
Abgabebewilligung
Abgabeordnung
Abgangsmeldung
Abgangszeugnis
Abgeordnetenrede
Abgesang [im Meistersang]
Abhandlung
Abhang [ind. Hymne]
Abhörverbot
Abiturientenzeugnis
Abiturzeugnis
Abkommen
Abkündigung [Kirch]
Abkürzungsverzeichnis
Ablaßbrief [Kirch: Urkunde über

erteilten Ablaß]
Ablaufplan
Ablehnungsbescheid
Ablehnungsschreiben
Ablieferungsbescheid
Ablieferungsbescheinigung
Ablösungsgesetz
Ablösungsverordnung
Ablösungsvorschrift
Abmachung
Abmeldung
Abnahmegarantie
Abonnementzeitung
Abonnentenliste
Abrechnung
Abrechnungsbeleg
Abrégé
Abriß
Abruf
Abrüstungsabkommen
Abrüstungsdialog
Abrüstungsgespräche

Abrüstungsverhandlungen
Absage
Absatz
Absatzgarantie
Abschiedsbrief
Abschiedsgespräch
Abschiedsrede
Abschilderung
Abschlußarbeit
Abschlußbesprechung
Abschlußbilanz
Abschlußgespräch
Abschlußrechnung
Abschlußzeugnis
Abschnitt
Abschrift
Abschußliste
Abschußplan
Abschwörungsformel
Absichtserklärung
Absolutorium [Reifezeugnis;

österr.: Bestätigung einer Hoch-
schule über erbrachte Leistungen]

Abstammungsklage
Abstammungsnachweis
Abstammungsurkunde
Abstimmungsunterlagen
Abstinenzgebot
Abstract
Abteilungsbefehl
Abtestat
Abtreibungsverbot
Abvers [Liwi]
Abzählreim
Abzahlungsgesetz
Abzahlungsvertrag
Action Story
Adaption
Addendum [Nachtrag]
Adelsbrief
Adelsbuch
Adelsdiplom
Adelsmatrikel
Adelspatent
Adelsprobe
Adelsroman
Adresse
Adressenliste
Adressenverzeichnis
Adreßbuch
Adventslied
Adventspiel

Adversaria [vor Augen liegende
Kladde mit ungeordneten Kon-
zepten, Notizen]

Agenda [Notizbuch]
Agende [Kirch]
Agentenroman
Agenturbericht
Agenturmeldung
Agitpropstück
Ahnenprobe
Ahnentafel
Akkordzettel
Akkreditiv [Beglaubigungsschrei-

ben eines Diplomaten]
Akquisitionsliste

[Anschaffungsliste]
Akte
Aktenband
Aktenfaszikel
Aktenheft
Aktennotiz
Aktenstück
Aktenvermerk
Aktie
Aktiengesetz
Akzept [Bank]
Akzessionsliste [Verzeichnis von

Neuerwerbungen einer Bibliothek
o.ä.]

Alba [Liwi: Tagelied]
Album
Allbuch [Nachschlagewerk mit

Sach- und Spracherklärungen]
Allergiepaß
Allgemeinenzyklopädie
Allgemeinverbindlichkeitserklä-

rung
Alltagsdialog
Alltagsgespräch
Alltagskonversation
Alltagsplauderei
Alltagsunterhaltung
Almanach
Alpendichtung
Alphabet
Alphabetlied [Liwi]
Alpsegen
Alternativentwurf
Amateurbestimmungen
Amateurregeln
Amateurstatut
Ambulanzgespräche
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Functional Text Dimensions (Sharo�, 2018)

A08 news To what extent does the text provide an informative
report of recent events? (newswires)

A01 argum To what extent does the text try to persuade the
reader? (argumentative blog entries or newspaper
opinion columns)

A17 review To what extent does the text evaluate a speci�c
entity? (product reviews)

A11 personal To what extent does the text report from a
�rst-person point of view? (diary-like blog entries)

Rating Levels

0 none; Ignore hesitations
0 slightly; ⇑
.5 somewhat or partly; ⇓
1 strongly. Emphasise con�dent judgements
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Full list of principal FTDs

Code Abbrev Prototypes

A1 argum Argumentative blogs or opinion pieces
A4 �ctive Fiction, myths, �lm plots
A7 instruct Tutorials or FAQs
A8 news Reporting newswires
A9 legal Laws, contracts, copyrights

A11 personal Diary-like blog entries
A12 promo Adverts
A13 prop Propaganda
A14 academ Academic research papers
A16 info Encyclopedic articles or text books
A17 eval Reviews of products, locations or performance
A20 appell Small ads, requests
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Training corpus

Data set Documents Words

Training data 1800 2249818
Testing data 140 163923

Total 1940 2413741

FTD A1 A4 A7 A8 A9 A11

Size 0.14 0.05 0.04 0.25 0.05 0.12

FTD A12 A14 A16 A17

Size 0.17 0.1 0.12 0.09
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Features for genre annotation

Word features: topics or genres?

Mixing words and POS (Baroni and Bernardini, 2006)
{It won the SCBWI Golden Kite Award for best non�ction book of
1999 and has sold about 50,000 copies. }
{it won the PROPN ADJ NOUN NOUN for best NOUN NOUN of

[#] and has sold about [#] NOUN. }

Character n-grams generalise well (Sharo� et al., 2010)
{day_ =yesterday,Monday,Tuesday,Saturday,Sunday ; d_by Passive;
sly_ Adverbs}

N-gram size and capitalisation:
2-5 grams: íàðî → íàðîä, ìåæäóíàðîäíûé, íàðîäíîé,
íàðîäíîñòè, íàðîäíî-îñâîáîäèòåëüíîé, êîììóíàðîâ, âñåíàðîäíî
lowercasing: Òîëüêî êîììóíèñòû ìîãóò âåðíóòü âëàñòü ÍÀÐÎÄÓ!
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Algorithms

Blackbox of Neural Networks

SVM in the Python scikit-learn library

Choice of kernels:

rbf (radial basis function)
poly (polynomial),
sigmoid,
linear (← our choice)

Standard classi�cation instead of topology
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Accuracy for categories

Model A1 A4 A7 A8 A9 A11 A12 A14 A16 A17

5gr-C1 P 0.83 1 1 0.97 1 0.83 1 0.92 0.78 1
R 0.45 0.67 0.5 0.86 0.86 0.31 0.88 0.92 0.41 0.56

3gr-C10 P 0.79 0.75 1 0.94 0.86 0.38 0.89 0.93 0.53 0.92
R 0.58 1 0.5 0.92 0.86 0.31 0.85 0.93 0.47 0.65

5gr-C10 P 0.91 0.6 1 0.98 0.86 0.46 1 1 0.8 0.92
R 0.77 1 0.5 0.9 0.86 0.38 0.9 0.93 0.42 0.71

3gr-C100 P 0.75 0.75 1 0.94 0.86 0.33 0.89 0.93 0.56 0.92
R 0.58 1 0.5 0.92 0.86 0.31 0.85 0.93 0.47 0.65

5gr-C100 P 0.86 0.6 1 0.98 0.86 0.46 1 1 0.8 0.92
R 0.73 1 0.5 0.9 0.86 0.38 0.9 0.93 0.42 0.71

3gr-C10-fs P 0.67 0.75 1 0.93 1 0.5 0.87 1 0.53 0.92
R 0.55 1 0.5 0.86 0.86 0.31 0.81 1 0.47 0.69

5gr-C10-fs P 0.68 0.5 1 0.95 1 0.36 0.88 0.86 0.53 0.92
R 0.59 1 0.5 0.88 0.86 0.25 0.88 1 0.53 0.69
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N-gram features per categories

FTD Top features Words
A1 ñîöè, îêàçà, ïðè÷, èòåëÿ,

íàðî
ñîöèàëüíîé, îêàçàíèÿ, ïðè÷åì, ïðåäñòàâèòåëÿ,
ìåæäóíàðîäíîãî, áîãàòñòâà, ïîêàçàòåëè, äîêàçàòåëüñòâà,
îêàçàëèñü, ïðè÷èí, çàìåñòèòåëÿ, íàðîäà

A4 åãî , êàçàë, ãëàç, , íå åãî, ñêàçàë, êàçàëîñü, ïîêàçàë, íåêîòîðûå
A7 íñòðó, äîáàâ, ôîðìà, âàñ ,

åñëè , åñëè, çàïð
êîíñòðóêöèè, äîáàâèòü, ãîä, èíôîðìàöèè, æåëàíèå, ïîðîä,
åñëè, çàïðîñ, èíñòðóìåíòîâ, ïîðîé, çàïðåùåíî

A8 ÿáðÿ , íîâû, ñêàçà, ñîîáù,
ìîñê, ÿâèë

cåíòÿáðÿ, íîâûõ, ñêàçàë, ìîñêîâñêèõ, ñîîáùåíèÿ, çàÿâèë,
îêòÿáðÿ, îñíîâû, ïîÿâèëèñü

A9 âåòñò, äîëæí, ìàòü , ñòàòü,
ôåäåð

äîëæíû, ñîîòâåòñòâèè, ñòàòüè, çàêàç, ïðèíèìàòü, ðàáîòû,
îòâåòñòâåííîñòè, äîëæíîñòíûõ, ôåäåðàëüíîãî,

A11 ìíîãî, ëåò , ñâîå, íàñ ,
ïåðåä, ëèñü , ` ìåíÿ

îêàçàëèñü, ïîÿâèëèñü, îñòàëèñü, íàõîäèëèñü, èçâåñòíî,
ñîâìåñòíî

A12 àçìåð , êðàñ, îâûé , äëÿ ,
ïðîä, íàêîì, ñòâî

êðàñîòû, êðàñíûé, êðàñèâûé, íîâûé, ïðîäóêöèè, ñàéòå,
êîëè÷åñòâî, áîëüøèíñòâî

A14 îíà , çàäà, åíèé , áîëüø, ) .
, ðàññ, îñòè ,

çàäà÷è, ðàññìîòðåíèÿ, îòíîøåíèé, ðåøåíèé, èçìåíåíèé,
äåÿòåëüíîñòè

A16 íà÷àë, èçìà , ííûé , . â ,
ïðèí, âåêà , æåëà

íà÷àëà, ìåõàíèçìà, äàííûé, ïðèíÿòü, ÷åëîâåêà, æåëàíèå,
îðãàíèçìà, ñîâðåìåííûé åäèíñòâåííûé

A17 õîòÿ , ñìîòð, ðàçó , îâñêè,
ìàëî, áåç , ñòàòè, êíèã

ðàññìîòðåíèÿ, ñðàçó, ìîñêîâñêèé, êñòàòè, êíèãè,
ðàçóìååòñÿ, áàíêîâñêèå
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Application of genres to GICR

Segment A1 A4 A7 A8 A9 A11 A12 A14 A16 A17

LiveJo 39.0 2.0 0.3 9.0 0.2 42.0 1.0 0.1 2.0 5.0
mail.ru 52.0 2.0 1.0 0.4 0.0 39.0 1.0 0.0 0.6 4.0
russ.ru 16.0 33.0 0.0 0.3 1.0 24.0 0.0 6.0 14.0 5.0
News 4.0 0.0 0.0 92.0 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.2 2.0 0.4
Vk.com 71.0 4.0 0.3 1.0 0.1 19.0 3.0 0.0 1.0 0.7

GICR 45.0 2.0 0.7 11.0 0.2 30.0 3.0 0.5 2.0 5.0
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Interpretation of results

A1 (argumentative) vs A8 (newswires)

MultiDimensional Analysis (Biber, 1988)
Past tense verbs, abstract nouns, hedging

Features A1 A8

Present tense: 0.03490829 0.02912898
Past tense: 0.01967835 0.03572108
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Comparison to neural methods (Kunilovskaya,
Sharo�, fc)

mixed word and POS, BiLSTM, Attention

Model A1 A4 A7 A8 A9 A11 A12 A14 A16 A17

5gr-C10-fs P 0.68 0.5 1 0.95 1 0.36 0.88 0.86 0.53 0.92
R 0.59 1 0.5 0.88 0.86 0.25 0.88 1 0.53 0.69

BiLSTM,Attn AP 0.70 0.73 0.57 0.81 0.76 0.63 0.75 0.70 0.46 0.74
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Conclusions

Simple character n-grams and SVM can detect genres

Linear SVM, 5 grams, C = 10 with feature selection

GICR fully annotated to separate at least argumentative from
newslike texts

Issues with Personal and Promotion

Full MDA for Russian to link text-external and text-internal
descriptions

Neural networks: promising, but problems with interpretation
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